HEARING GOD’S WORD
Isaiah 42 v 18-25

INTRODUCTION

Take a short time to understand the method and demands of reading the New Testament in the “Biblica” way over the 40 days

. 
· What are you expectations?

· What do you think will be the greatest challenge?

· What do you think will be the greatest benefit?
NOW READ THESE COMMENTS

Before we read the bible we may sincerely pray. Please Lord I want to see some “wonderful thing” in your Word.” 

But he may reply, “What makes you think I have only wonderful things to show you? As a matter of fact, I have some rather disturbing things to show you today. Are you prepared to receive them?”

“Oh no Lord, please do not,” we stammer in reply. I come to Scripture only to be comforted; I really do not want to be challenged or disturbed”

In other words we come to the Bible with our agenda formulated unilaterally, our expectations preset, our minds made up. Laying down in advance what we want God to say to us. Then instead of hearing the thunderclap of His voice, all we receive is the soothing echoes of our own cultural assumptions.

And God says to us as he did to his servant Isaiah “Hear, you deaf; look and see! Who is blind but my servant and deaf like the messenger I send?” (J Stott) 

1 What do you think is the source of the most limiting assumptions we may bring to this reading challenge?
2 How might we seek to counteract these?

READ

Read Isaiah 42 verse 18-25

SHARE

1 These verses contain several references to hearing and seeing. What point is God trying to make about Israel’s ability and willingness to listen?

2 Why is Israel a people “plundered and looted” (vv 24-25)

3 What was the people’s response to God’s anger and violence?

REFLECTION

Use the structure we will be using over the next weeks to reflect briefly on this passage.

· What’s something you noticed for the first time?

· What questions did you have?

· Was there anything that bothered you

· What did you learn about loving God

· What did you learn about loving others?
