
The Bible 
 and bioethics 



Conception to Birth 

From conception to birth 

‘For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in 
my mother's womb’ (Psa 139:13 ) 



What are human beings? 
  
Gen 1:26  Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, after our 
likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and 
over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the 
earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth."  
 
Gen 1:27  So God created man in his own image, in the image of God 
he created him; male and female he created them. 
  
Gen 1:28  And God blessed them. And God said to them, "Be fruitful 
and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over 
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every 
living thing that moves on the earth."  



‘Before I formed you in the 
womb I knew you, and 
before you were born I 
consecrated you; I 
appointed you a prophet to 
the nations’.  
(Jeremiah 1v5) 

 As you do not know 
the way the spirit 

comes to the bones in 
the womb of a woman 

with child, so you do 
not know the work of 

God who makes 
everything.  

(Ecclesiastes 11v5) 



Reproductive  
Developments 

Pre-natal  
selection 

Cloning 

Stem-Cell research 

IVF 

Contraception 
(some) 



human 
embryonic stem 
cells 

Shinya Yamanaka -  
One pioneer of alternatives to 
embryo-destructive research 





Testing & applying 
1. Does a treatment end life? 

 

2. Does it go outside the context God has ordained for human reproduction? 
 Covenantal marriage and one-flesh union. Gen 2v24-25,  Eph 5v31 

 

3. Does it result in the defenceless/vulnerable being denied 
 

4. Are we promoting one life over another ? 

 

5. Does a particular form of contraception: 
o Prevent Conception?  

o Allow conception but prevent continuance of the pregnancy? 

 



Resources: 
Book: 

Why the Church Needs Bioethics: A Guide to Wise Engagement 
with Life’s Challenges (Zondervan) 

 
Website 

Christian Medical Fellowship - resources on Bioethics 
http://www.cmf.org.uk 

 
Download 

Contraception: a pro-life guide (The Christian Institute) 
http://www.christian.org.uk/wp-

content/downloads/contraceptionguide.pdf 


